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INTRODUCTION 
Hi everyone! 
Another year has come to an end, and what an end it was; WELL DONE! I would like to thank everyone for 
their ongoing support as our climate continues to shift, and hope we are able to continue to work with you all 
throughout the season. 
As always, the below are a few topics that I have been discussing with many of you over the last couple of 
months, or little things to be aware of – if you have anything else you’d like to discuss do not hesitate to get 
in touch. 
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Having a Flopak handy, or Ketol (for a sugar hit) will 
be very beneficial.  
If you are experiencing a number of losses, it may 
be necessary to find a cheap hit of energy. In our 
experience, we have found that introducing a small 
amount of grain (100-150g/hd/day), can be very 
advantageous. This can be done up until the main 
mob start lambing. 
 
SCALD & FOOT ABSCESS 
Sore feet have been a highly discussed topic, which 
I think we are managing as best we can. Our great 
start to the season has been keeping things nice 
and damp under foot. There has not been much 
opportunity for our feet to find dry land, and with 
heavy breeders coming into lamb, or growing lambs 
grazing lush pastures, feet are feeling the pressure. 
To try and combat this, we are able to offer 
supplements that contain high levels of zinc and 
iodine, and ideally biotin. All of these components 
help to improve and maintain hoof structure and 
integrity. 
If issues are being experienced, a foot bath of zinc 
sulphate is a useful disinfectant and can help to dry 
out the skin. 

PREGNANCY TOXAEMIA 
This season we are seeing an increased prevalence 
of pregnancy toxaemia. Simply put, the reasons 
behind this can be due to, 

- Very well-conditioned ewes 
- Higher percentage of twins and triplets 
- Higher water content in our feed (low dry 

matter) – making it difficult to consume 
enough 

- Wet conditions under foot, causing sore feet 
(scald and/or abscess), and 

- Hypocalcaemia (milk fever) 
Pregnancy toxaemia is associated with lack of 
energy, which as I mentioned last time, heavier ewes 
require more energy/feed, but with every extra lamb 
their capacity to consume enough is reduced. If we 
then couple this with sore feet for example, making 
her reluctant to graze, her chances of falling into a 
deficient state will increase. 
Many of us may have come across a similar situation 
after transport, shearing or sudden weather 
changes. 
Avoiding pregnancy toxaemia can be difficult but 
being able to treat early, and continuously if 
needed, will increase our chances of success.  
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ANIMAL HEALTH MANAGEMENT UPDATE 

Mix 10kg of zinc sulphate to 100L of water. About 
a six-metre bath is ideal, but if space does not 
permit, simply run the stock through twice. 
If you have a “dry” paddock, or a rocky/gravely 
paddock that the stock can stand on for the 
afternoon, that will be very beneficial to the drying 
process. It may seem counterproductive to stand 
sore footed stock on hard ground but putting them 
straight back into a wet paddock will undo your hard 
work. We’ve had comments that they look worse 
before they look better, but afterwards the results are 
very positive. 
 
POLIOENCEPHALOMALACIA (PEM) 
PEM has historically been associated with a 
thiamine (Vitamin B1) deficiency, where a rapid 
build-up of bacteria in the gut produces thiaminase, 
which breaks down the necessary thiamine. Pasture 
acidosis can help to create favourable conditions for 
the build-up of bacteria. More recently, PEM has 
also been associated with high sulphur intake; 
however this does seem to be of lesser concern. 
Spring and Autumn is the highest risk period for this 
disease, as it tends to occur more often when stock 
are grazing lush legume pastures and are in good 
condition. This aligns with our season thus far, with 
some cases being reported throughout the network.  
 
SIGNS: 
Often, we will see blindness, sky gazing and 
isolating behaviours. The animal can be easily 
approached, and the eyes appear weepy and 
swollen. These signs are seen with many other 
issues, so do not hesitate to contact your preferred 
branch to discuss. 
 
TREATMENT: 
Affected animals will respond to an injection of B1 
(thiamine) within 6 hours if the disease is in the early 
stages. If left untreated, permanent blindness and 
other complications can result in death. 
 
PREVENTION: 
Having adequate fibre, and gradually introducing 
dietary changes will help to reduce acidosis, 
(pasture acidosis in particular), which will help with 
thiamine deficiency. 

Well done again on responding to this huge 
seasonal turn around! It has been very nice to see, 
and a pat on the back is very deserving.  
As we edge closer to locking up paddocks, please 
do not hesitate to get in contact if you have any 
grazing queries as we change the diet of our stock. 
 
Likewise, if you have any queries about the above 
do not hesitate to contact myself or your preferred 
person in your branch to discuss further. 
 
Thanks,  
Soph 

Delta Agribusiness Henty 
Mobile: 0436 638 143 
Phone: 02 6929 3415 


